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Volume: #1, Issue #4

AEP 2010 Annual Conference

On behalf of AEP, the AEP 2010 Conference Planning Committee, and the
host Chapter (Inland Empire), we invite you to mark your calendars and join
us for AEP's Annual Conference to be held March 14-17, 2010, at the Hotel
Zoso in beautiful Palm Springs, CA. Following the highly successful 2009
AEP Conference just held in San Francisco, the 2010 Conference promises
to be an exciting, unique event featuring excellent speakers and innovative
presentations.

* Call for Sponsors is available at www.aep2010.com/sponsorship.html

Keynote Speakers Confirmed to Date:

We are pleased to announce that we have confirmed City of Palm Springs
Mayor Steve Pougnet as the Monday morning opening keynote. Mayor
Pougnet has played a key role in revitalizing downtown Palm Springs and
implementing sustainable communities strategies. Following Mayor Pougnet
for the Monday lunch keynote, AEP is extremely fortunate to have Cal-EPA
Secretary Linda S. Adams join us to share her views and insights on
California's environmental issues and policies. Read Linda Adams' bio at
www.califaep.org//userdocuments/File/Linda Adams.pdf.

For additional information and the latest updates on the AEP 2010
Conference, please visit the AEP 2010 Conference website at
www.aep2010.com, or you may contact:

Kevin Thomas, AEP 2010 Conference Chair, at kthomas@rbf.com or at
(951) 506-2074.

We look forward to seeing you at the AEP 2010 Confe

rence in Palm Springs!
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Kevin Thomas, CEP

Environmental Services Manager, RBF Consulting
AEP 2010 Conference Chair

What is your background and education? | graduated from UCLA in
1985 with a B.A. in Environmental Engineering. This was a hybrid major
between UCLA’s North Campus (social sciences, geography...) and South
Campus (life/physical sciences), so | had lots of calculus, chemistry,
biology and engineering (and brisk walks between cross-campus classes!).
While at UCLA, | had several internships, with Envicom, a statistical
research firm (CACI), the City of San Clemente, and an Independent Study
(a research project on the anticipated demographics of a nuclear
emergency evacuation from San Onofre, based on Three Mile Island
evacuation behavior).

What were the key points in your life that helped you decide on a care er dealing with the protection

of the environment? | have always enjoyed the life sciences, and actually began my college days as a
Biology Major (not “pre-med”). | switched to Environmental Engineering when the major was created, and
really enjoyed the interdisciplinary nature of the program. My coursework exposed me to a wide variety of
technical areas, as well as the man/nature interface aspects of the environment. My internships also
helped me get a better idea of what | did and didn’t like. When | graduated, the economy was still coming
out of a recession, and it was not until November 1985 that | finally got a job in my field, with RBF
Consulting.

What are the general duties of your position? | am very blessed to have had the opportunity to have a
career at RBF, where | have been able to help grow the Environmental Services Department over the last
25 years. Currently, as Environmental Services Manager in our Temecula Office, I am involved in a
diverse range of projects and clients from Northern California to San Diego and beyond, primarily focusing
on CEQA/NEPA compliance and regulatory permitting for capital improvement projects. | am actively
involved in RBF’s planning practice in various aspects of mentorship, career development, employee
retention and recruitment, technical studies, and interoffice coordination. In addition to serving as Project
Manager and Project Director for various projects, | serve on NAEP’s NEPA Working Group, several
desalination technical groups, am the co-Chair of ARTBA’s Environmental Committee, Chair of ACEC’s
Land Use, Sustainability and Environment Committee, and am chairing AEP’s 2010 Conference in Palm
Springs.

Where do you see yourself in a few years?  Over the next few years, | see myself continuing to serve
RBF’s clients in a growing geographic area and expanding service areas, with a continued focus on major
capital improvement projects.

Why did you join AEP? | joined AEP in 1985 and quickly became actively involved in the Orange County
Chapter, and later the AEP State Board of Directors. My AEP involvement has been a tremendous benefit
to me personally and professionally, particularly the friendships and professional relationships that | have
developed over the past 25 years. Although my initial motives were primarily technical and career
advancement, my current focus and desire is to make a positive contribution to AEP and the environmental
profession, in part through the 2010 Conference. Please spread the word and call (714-269-7427) or emalil
me (kthomas@rbf.com) if you'd like more information on the Inland Empire Chapter hosted 2010
Conference (www.aep2010.com)!




